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AN ELABORATE HOAX 


THE Government of India’s scheme of reorganisation of Assam, if it 
can be so called, is a bundle of compromises. It seeks to pacify the 
recalcitrant in the central leadership of the Congress party, led by Mr 
Morarji Desai, on the one hand and the Assam Congress on the other. 
From the ready endorsement the scheme has secured from the Congress 
Working Committee and the Assam Chief Minister, Mr B. P. Chaliha, it 
would appear that the ‘Government has been able to resolve the intra- 
party dispute that was raging over the proposal for nearly two years. So 
obsessed was the Government ‘with what should have been a secondary 
consideration that it lost sight of the purpose of reorganisation. If the 
Congress leaders of Assam could have their way, they would have had 
more territory added to their domain to misrule. The demand for an 
autonomous hill State was the result of their indifference to the hill areas, 
cf their disregard of the needs and aspirations of the hill people. if 
Assam is disintegrating the fault is of the Assam Congress which has been 
enjoying a monopoly of power in the State ever since independence. The 
demand for autonomy is actually a censure on the Assam Government 
which the Government of India upheld by agreeing to reorganise the State. 
But the hill people whose grievances the scheme of reorganisation is suip- 
posed to redress have been ignored and the Government has pampered 
those whose misdeeds have put Assam in a state of constant convulsion, 

The complex pattern of administration proposed for the hill areas is 
actually a denial of the demand ofthe hill people. This elaborate evasion 
became necessary because the Government of India dared not carry out 
its earlier plan to grant full statehood to the hill areas in the face of oppo- 
sition from the Assam Congress. It had to give in to the Assam lobby 
led by Mr Morarji Desai whose main argument against a separate hill 
State was that it would encourage similar demands in other tribal and 
hill areas, Mr Desai is a known champion of the status quo and js incapable 
of learning from experience. Neither his opposition nor the orgy of vio- 
lence over which he presided could prevent the birth of Maharashtra. In 
future also there will be new States in spite of Mr Desai and the like of 
him, if the people wanted them. By resisting such demands the Govern- 
ment only throws away the opportunity of doing things gracefully and 
helps in strengthening the impression that it understands the language of 





coercion and violence alone. The 
demand for autonomy comes up pe- 
riodically in one region or another 
not because the Government yielded 
in the past to such demands elsewhere 
but because people in that region re- 
fuse to be treated any longer as infe- 
rior citizens. As long as Mr Desai is 
unable to bring this home to his 
partymen and persuade them to mend 
their ways, demands for autonomy 
will continue to haunt the Centre. 

The Government is deluding itself 
if it thinks that the hill people will re- 
gard the proposed sub-State as auto- 
nomous. At a time when, in spite of 
the Constitution, the federal character 
of the Republic is collapsing fast and 
the autonomy of States is being curtly 
infringed by an overbearing Centre, a 
sub-State cannot expect to have any 
freedom of action, Even under the 
scheme as it is, it will suffer from too 
many constraints. The pompous name 
notwithstanding, the Government of 
the new State will be nothing but a 
glorified local body; the additional 
powers granted. to it are marginal, and 
there will be too many authorities 
around to watch how these powers 
are exercised. The sub-State will not 
be born with the best of relations with 
the Government of Assam whose con- 
stant endeavour will be to make things 
difficult for the hill leaders. For this 
it will have built-in constitutional pre- 
texts, including law and order. The 
exclusion of law and order from the 
transferred subjects will enable the 
Congress Government of Assam to 
police the new Government and make 
a mockery of autonomy. A State 
within a State is an absurdity, a per- 
version of language which takes in 
none but professional cheer-leaders, 
The fraud is being played on the hill 
people on the specious plea that 
Assam is a border State and the reeds 
of defence are supreme. This assum- 
es that the hill people are less alert 
than the people of the plains over the 
country’s security. The collective in- 
sinuation, just because the hill people 
have demanded a separate State of 
their own, of course within the Indian 
Union, shows up an attitude which is 
alienating them from the people of 
the plains and may push them into 


2 


FRONTIER 


positions which are not their intention 
to take. The reorganisation scheme 
may, if at all, bring a temporary res- 
pite, but the problem of Assam te- 
mains unresolved. Time will only 
make it more intractable. 


Cricket 


What was this silly incident over 
Basil D'Oliveira ? If the Government 
of the country—and a government 
which has, or at least had once upon 
a time, socialist pretensions—can re- 
fuse entry to coloured people holding 
valid passports issued by itself, why 
should the MCC’s original non-inclu- 
sion of D’Oliveira into the team visit- 
ing South Africa scandalise anybody 
at all ? The United Kingdom, let it be 
admitted, is by now a puny little 
country, with the prejudices, jealousies 
and pettymindedness characterising 
such a country. It has one of the 
slowest rates Of growth among the 
Western nations; apart from the Beat- 
les, Twiggy and the mini-skirt, its sole 
international achievement in recent 
years has been its victory in the World 
Cup for football last year. Merely 
because people continue to use their 
language in different parts of the 
world, we have no business to shore 
up our illusions about the racists. In 
part, the illusion has been carefully 
nurtured by the Oxbridge crowd who 
still man our civil service and the 
industrial establishment. But Blimeys 
are just Blimeys. It is only because the 
cluptrap of the Commonwealth helps 
them to squeeze some economic bene- 
fits at our expense that occasional 
noises are made regarding how bad 
the South African and Southern Rho- 
desian regimes are. These noises are 
for the sake of record. The British 
ethos is more faithfully reflected in 
the ravings of an Enoch Powell or a 
Duncan Sandys: rid the island of the 
wogs, and let Britannia rule—eyen if 
it be a rule over the skimpy backyard. 

The decisioin on D’Oliveira was 
nothing out of the ordinary; 
what else did the whiners and 
protesters expect? There Is a 
basic inferiority complex at work 
here, feeding the notion that because 


the British have a skin wihiterd 
the liberalism of most of them 
whiter, The notion is a myth} 
of the socialist basis of 
Government is equally be 
point, One can quote 
Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg) 
context, but that will be 
necessary. It is the fat 
ed by the outlying colonial 
which enabled the West Big 
to indulge in the occasion 
time of socialism. With theg 
the calculus assumes an Gy 
bread-and-butter diniension, 

it was a great socialist, Guy fi 
who had hatched the 1956 Sig 
with the British and the. Israg 
behalf of France; the offensive 
geria too was conducted Omi 
direction of regimes with imp 
domestic credentials concerning} 
ist beliefs, Nearer home, eveny 
‘K, Patii—and Mr Morarji & 
assert their devotion to socialist 
you know how to define thé 
socialism: and skulduggery ii 
co-exist together. 

Over D'Oliveira, the Britis 
Or may not still have a case t 
wer but the righteous indignail 
an assortment of Indians was qi 
much fatuity. The matrimonial 
mns in this country’s ne 
read about the same as they did} 
or forty years ago; the marke 
of a would-be bride continues] 
a function of the pigmentationg§ 
skin. Before straying into 
fields around the world, some @ 
shouting gentlemen should first] 
the innumerable issues of dom 
apartheid, Or else shut up, 


American Tren Is 


It may be difficult to see 
Wallace in the White House, bi 
has already changed the pre 
scene in the U.S. in a manner 
disturbs not only the two maing 
dates for the Presidency but alse 
tions of the American publié 
lingering illusions about the cou 
commitment to liberal values. 
there, after all, that differeng 
ween him and his two respectath 
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Truc, he does not have their 
ielensions; he does nol even 
Bcare if he is looked upon as 
Hand he certainly makes no 
ip culture, perhaps not even 10 
“We gonna show ‘em in 
ier that the average American 
ind tired of all these overedu- 
vory-tower folks with pointed 
Wokin’ down their noses at you 
-,... When I'm President not 
ime Of Federal money will be 
MO bus any student anywhere. . 
Piny demonstrator ever lays 
mo front of my car, it will be 
me car he'll ever lay down in 






























oice from Alabama may shock 
Americans who like to believe 
sir country is, in fact, different 
fd be different under Richard 
tr Hubert Horatio Humphrey 
Nixon been as much a reac- 
W it domestic affairs as in 
policy ? And is Humphrey 
of any other persuasion >? ‘Wal- 
mkes no bones about what he 


vel] 5 
“ec to §«demonstralors in the 

& When the Mayor of Chicago 
anost the same, Humphrey ask- 
< 


eis there any wonder that the 
: Ind to take action?” It is not 


SSWallace who would subordinate 

te g to what he regards as 
g md 6order’ : both Nixon and 
firey have already made this 

We main. theme. Sensing a ground- 
Mm right reaction against the voi- 
WElE dissent and protest—whether 
‘CMMinam or on civil rights—both 
he blican and Democratic can- 
sle are promising the electorate 
es and-order society", Perhaps a 
Successor to Johnson's Great 

if quict Americans, the silent 

fcins. who have not been the 

rs. who have not been the 

se Me—their voice is welling up 
. the country today. The great 
a of Américans are angry.” So 
F ei Nixon in a recent speech, 
_ Msatisty these angry hawks and 
th {he would put down all the pro- 
a and shouting. Humphrey was 
4 Psanctimonious. He said he 
7 ippeal to the “basic goodness” 


fericans, who—in his view— 
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were free from bitterness, hate or ra- 
cial prejudice. And, to appeal to 
this tolerant and kindly people, his 
election campaigners have planned a 
drive aimed at “the 45-year old white 
man in the suburbs”. No plan to 
end the Vietnam war, no pledge to 
end segregation or Negro poverty. but 
a simple assurance that the narrow- 
minded, prejudice-filled members of 
America’s unspeakables suburban so- 
ciety would not be bothered by shouts, 
protests, or even any uncomfortable 
questions, To ensure better “law 
and order’ he would probably in- 
crease the supply of guns to white 
homes and individuals: Wallace, at 
least, is less hypocritical. He would 
simply order the police to shoot down 
Negroes and Vietnam protesters. 


The Mysterious Bolivian 


Che’s body could not be brought 
to Cuba. But this failure was more 
than compensated by the publication 
of his Bolivian diary, whose photo- 
copy was smuggled out of the hands 
of the Bolivian Government: For 
once the CIA seemed outmanocuvred 
by the Castroist intelligence agency. 
This, however, proved the beginning 
of a high drama. Following the re- 
Jease of the diary from Havana, Mr 
Antonio Arguedas, Bolivian Minister 
Of the Interior and mtelligence chief. 
Ted to Chile, resulting in a mini-crisis 
for the Bolivian Government. A state 
of siege was declared in La Paz 

In a speech delivered on. July 24 
Fidel Castro declared that it was in- 
deed Mr Arsuedas “who made it pos- 
sible for photocopies of Che’s diary to 
reach the hands of persons connected 
with the National Liberation Army of 
Bolivia. He did this completely dis- 
interestedly as he was outraged by the 
way in which the Bolivian regime had 
treated Che. cravenly murdering him 
after he had been wounded in combat 
and taken prisoner, and was in dis- 
agreement with the general policy of 
the regime that tyrannises Bolivia, 
blindly obedient to Yankee imperia- 
lism. And not only this, but at tre- 
mendous risk to his life, the former 





Minister of the Interior of the Govern- 
ment of Bolivia maintained an atlti- 
tude of co-operation over a period of 
many months with the revolutionary 
movement in Bolivia.’ Fidel furthe: 
alleged that the CIA was trying by 
every possible means to get Arguedas 
back to Bolivia. “To send him back 
to Bolivia would be to hand him over 
to Barrientos’ and CIA’s gunmen to 
murder him,...Even if the Chilean 
authorities grant his request for asy- 
lum in the country or give him permi- 
ssion to go to another country we do 
not doubt that the CIA will do every- 
thing in its power to eliminate him 
physically because of its panic stem- 
ming from former Minister Arguedas” 
knowledge of its activities.” For the 
saftey of Arguedas’ life Fidel gener- 
ously offered him asylum in Cuba. 
But after making some hnsh-hush 
trips to London and New York Argue 
das finally chose to land at La Paz 
instead of at Havana, 2 


thereby a new act of the drama) Im- 
mediately upon his arrival he “held a 
Press conference at the ainport and 
made a detailed confession about his 
connection with the CIA. Mr Argue- 
das, an ex-communist sympathizer, was 
an under-secretary of the Government 
after the 1964 coup in which General 
Barientos came to power as head of 
the military junta, “My term”, he con- 
tinued, “was uneventful until January 
1965 when an air attache at the U.S. 
Embassy approached me. His name 
was Col Edward Fox. "What he told 
me was this: ‘That | was regarded as 
a communist infillrator into the Boll- 
vian Government and that unless I 
resigned, all American aid to this 
country would be cut immediately, 1 
had no choice and resigned, But about 
30 days later Fox told me that if | was 
interested in regaining my post he 
knew a very influential man who might 
be able to help. He introduced me 
to Larry Sternfield, an embassy atta- 
che who at the time was chief of the 
CIA here. Sternfield told me that | 
might be reinstated if I would con- 
sent to go to Lima for an interropa- 
tion. I ‘accepted. I flew to Lima, 
where I was interrogated for four days 
at a CIA apartment. That was. Feb- 
ruary or March 1965, They had an 
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electric apparatus in the apartment and 
measured everything—there were elec- 
trodes attached to my chest, my hand 
and my head. It was a series of ra- 
pid-lire questions in which I was per- 
mitted only yes or no answers.” After 
that, Mr Arguedas said, he was tricked 
into drinking a. drugged Coca-Cola 
which changed his “state of mind” 
and left him ‘weak’, “All at once 
they began serious questions again 
and | felt as if my whole life was be- 
ing pumped out of me.” After the 
end of the interrogation Arguedas was 
reinstated in his post “with the com- 
plete support of the CIA”. 

Arguedas startled the reporters by 
admitting that his flight to Chile was 


also made at the bidding of the CIAD 


(And throughout his journey he was 
escorted by another CIA agent? He 
also co nfessed to having pas: assed various 
Kinds of misinformation at the instruc- 
‘tion of the CIA to political figures and 
the Press. The misinformation, he 
said, had to do with the death of 
Guevara, French financial credits in 
Bolivia and many other matters: 


Arguedas however, raised more 
questions than he answered, Why 
did the CIA make him flee Boli- 
via and return after a month? Why 


was he allowed to “reveal” about CIA 
activities in marathon Press conferen- 
ces > Arguedas’ confessions were 
broadeast verbatim by radio stations 
throughout Bolivia and a complete 
transcript was published in the local 
newspapers. How to explain the 
softness of the Bolivian Government 
Awhich seems to spare Arguedas 4 court 
martial and will try him instead in the 
Bolivian Congress ? Has Bolivia Sslip- 
ped out of the grip of the CIA2 Or 
was Arguedas’ latest performance the 
result of another bout of drugged 
Coca-Cola ? In the Kafkaesque world 
of the CIA the difference between in- 
formation and misinformation indeed 
gets blurred, 


At the time of going to press, it is 
not clear how the situation relating to 
the token strike of Central! Govern- 
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ment employees will develop, Mr 
Chavan is resolved to break the 
morale of the employees by a naked 
show of force. If it be a fact that 
the leadership was not prepared for 
such ruthless measures, he may suc- 
ceed temporarily. But the temper of 
the demonstrators in Calcutta in the 


View from Delhi 


Return Of The DIR ? 


A Potrricat CORRESPONDENT 


. FROM 


R Chavan’s strong-man image 
has never been in doubt. At 

least not after he had wielded the 
sledge-hammer of a 40,000-member 
police force to swat the fly of-a strag- 
gling student march of 20 on Parlia- 
ment House in November 1966. That 
was his real debut as Home Minister 
at the Centre. After that, in prepa- 
ration for the exit of the draconian 
DIR, Mr Chayan was busy arming 
himself with special powers under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. 
(We must be grateful that the Act 
leaves: unlawful thoughts alone, until 
it is amended through an ordinance!) 
We owe last week's series of ordi- 
nances and regulations to break the 
one-day token strike of Central 
Government employees to Mr Cha- 
van’s strongmanship, or perhaps a 
sudden awareness of a need to 
refurbish his strong-man image. 
Of late, the feeling that the Centre 
is losing grip on things has been 
growing, If nothing else, the Home 
Minister has been helpless in 
the face of communal riots or the 
depredations of the Shiv Sena in his 
own city. The entire Indo-Gangetic 
plain is under President’s Rule and 
Mr Chayan is helpless in the face of 
police excesses in Uttar Pradesh. 
There has been an alarming rise in 
the reports of such excesses after the 
State came under President’s Rule. 
The Cabinet was split on the ordt- 
nances to ban the proposed September 
19 token strike. Mr Morarii Desai 
wanted it while some did. not. Ulti- 













last two.or three days has § AR 
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Mr Chavan will not be able ies. 
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developed. The implication 4 ent ck 
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has always believed in sty the 
methods and could be dependéif the 


to ‘smash the strike. The (@ 
ment has been impervious 10 ff 
rest building in the counif 
thought the Central Government 
ployees movement was smash 
ever with the fiasco of the 
strike called on March 9, 196 
is not so much the one-day stil Aw 
Government feats now. Nor Syed 
possibility of its developing iff eth 
general strike. The political ing Patil 
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if «Where is the political lea- 
Pthat could have taken — the 
Fito something like a Bharat 
which, according to Mr Dange, 
thing more than a total general 
The Centre is lucky that Par- 
# nol in session, is there any 
ie that the political leadership 
iif, would have given the move- 
Be tirection ? 

Mi likelihood, the September 19 
mill be smashed and immedia- 
m will be the “I-told-you-se” 
loring the adventurism of the 
Government employees, But 
Mihere any other way a move- 
Pe built in this country ? 
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Alulya Ghosh and his friend's 
Werive immietise satisfaction at 
Rourtesy to which they subjec- 
Prime Minister in Calcutta. 
t two-day Congress Working 
flit: meeting here ended in a 
Mor the Syndicate. Mr Atulya 
Who had asked for a special 
® to discuss the Government's 
i Cvechosloyakia gave in tame- 
féven joined the semantic hair- 
Seon “deplore” and “condemn”. 
lilya Ghosh is believed to have 
M ihat “deplore” is a stronger 


















































































































































































































































































neal he than “condemn”. With Mr 5. 
nve ie en aweaty in Europe, the Working 
canes, é' icc meeting did not witness 
we the Ae mwdown that wis expected, The 
down tht a mle (the Prime Minister says 
strike ‘ant one in her party) is not 
lenge hi Tymediate showdown as evident 
roe M Patil’s call by proxy for col- 
it is B ieadership at the Centre, which 
itself ogee paraphrased means inclusion 

. He Pail in the Cabinet. The 

icing All Minister docs not appear un- 
betweall petturbed over anything on the 
the: Kaa pont, She is set to leave on a 
=a an some Latin American coun- 
- ie Bill of them fascist regimes with 
ae a India should have no rapport 
in-COnma fig Mr Chavan to deal with 
The DM mi that might develop in the 

7 HM the September 19 strike. 

total a week's Indo-Soviet exercise al 
amideel figat-Firyubin level was aimed 


feving some of the lost Soviet 
Min the country, The Soviet 
heen trying to make it known 
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that India would get all the economic 
aid and defence equipment it wants 
and that since all arms sale to Pakistan 
will be on a commercial basis, what 
Pakislatt can buy cannot exceed six 
per cent of the volume of Sovict com- 
mitment to India. As a result of the 
dialogue there might even be a tacit 
understanding that the Soviet Union 
will not press India to sign the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty. 


During the talks, both the sides 
found themselves agreeing completely 
on their assessment of the Chinese 
“threat” to South-East Asia, If Mrs 
Gandhi’s recent statement that there 
cannot be a dialogue with China be- 
cause the cultural revolution atmos- 
phere was hardly conducive. to such 
a dialogue, her glib talk of a flexible 
policy towards neighbours is someth 
ing of a joke. What would happen 
if some day ‘the Soviet Union and 
China got close, has not worried Mrs 
Gandhi yet because the Soviets would 
have us believe that nothing of the 
kind would happen, 


On the eve of the talks, an All India 
Radio broadcast devoted seven out of 
ten minutes to an attack on the Soviet 
role in Czechoslovakia and Soviet 
diplomats were red in the face. The 
External Affairs Ministry rushed to 
one of the dailies with an apologetic 
explanation that the Czech issue would 
not be raised in the form indicated by 
AIR during the talks. That was the 
substance of the explanation offered. 
The Government's effort was to con- 
vince the Soviet delegation that Indian 


reaction to. the Czech episode was 
very strong and Mrs Gandhi has 


been desisting from condemning the 
Soviet Union at great risk to her posi- 
tion in the party. ft is now known for 
certain that before the Indian detega- 
tion decided to abstain from voting 
on the U. N. resolution, there was a 
hurried dialogue with the Soviet dele- 
gation. The Governments leverage 
with the Soviets on economic aid is a 
little higher as a result. The wagon 
deal has gone through, at last, accord- 
ing to Mr Poonacha. 
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Frontier 
Special Number 
Next Week 


Poverty of Nations : 
Joan Robinson 
Peking Prague, Moscow 
K. N. Ramehandran 
Translations by 
Satyajit Ray 
France : A Beginning 
The Cubans : Monitor 
A Chinese Envoy : 
G. P, Deshpande 
U. S. In Asia : 
Dick Crooth 
What’s the use of 


writing in English ? 
Anirudha Gupta 
Russell’s Autobiography 
Ashok Rudra 
Shikar Tales : 
Hiran Kumar Sanyal 
Bengali Cinema : 


Bexaity; Ray 


And other articles and 


regular features 











Down South 
Politics—Kamaraj Style 
M. R. 


MaApRAS has had a weirdly 
uncommon brand of Congress 
politicking these 25 years with Mr 
Kamaraj atop the party, But with the 
uncrowned king decrowned, the myth 
that the Congress in Madras has 
never known factionalism is dissolving 
like a mist. Congressmen, farthest 
from power and sidelined, perhaps 
for ever, are slugging it out on the 
streets, Yet the imbecile fringe of 
the pseudo—Jeft in the country (which 
of course Includes the CPI) sees in a 


played-out Kamaraj a passionately 
committed socialist whom the vile 
vested interests are Out to ambush. 


The Congress in Madras.can be no dif- 
ferent qualitatively from what it is m 
the rest of the country. Yet Mr 
Kamaraj has been wearing «a fake 
halo around him. 

The C. Subramaniam group which 
is trying to call the Kamaraj bluff 
finds itself confronting the nondes- 
cript political free-booters of doubtful 
pedigree whom the former Congress 
President has gathered around himself, 
Obviously, Mr C, Subramaniam knows 
there is no chance of toppling the 
DMK Ministry and even the Centre 
is now recoticiled to this reality. Any 
“Operation Topple” engineered from 
New Delhi will acquire the colour of a 
vindictive war against a State standing 
up to the Hindi blackmail. The Cen- 
tre would rather let the DMK conti- 
nue for another reason too, The 
Congress just cannot replace the 
DMK. But the motley crowd around 
Mr Kamaraj is at the toppling game 
So much so, when Mr C. Subrama- 
niam declared that during the absence 
of Mr C. N. Annadurai in the United 
States for treatment there would be 
no political agitation against the DMK 
Ministry, the Kamaraj faction just 
could not stomach it. This -self-im- 
posed moratorium on agitations has 
a cOmic Opera touch to it but it sums 
up a political reality in the State. 
The Congress is keen on putting up a 
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good show in the coming elections to 
the Madras Corporation, The civic 
elections might well turn out to be a 
decisive test of the Congress claim 
that it is acquiring a new mass. base 
in the State amidst growing popular 
disenchantment with the DMK regime. 
Any political agitation at this stage, 
taking advantage of Mr Annadurati’s 
absence, might well recoil on the 
Congress. Mr Annadurai’s ruthless 
ligeutenant, Mr M. Karunanidhi, might 
get tough with the Congress on the 
eve of the Corporation elections 
scheduled for October. So the 
Congress faction led by Mr C, Sub- 
ramaniam is playing it cool while the 
Kamaraj faction is getting desperate. 

There is little doubt that the DMK 
is losing hold over students who 
swept the party into power on the 
Hindi issue. The main reason is the 
DMK’s betrayal on Hindi. There is 
no attempt to force the issue and the 
stalemate continues. No wonder last 
month the DMK candidate was de- 
feated in the crucial contest for the 
presidentship of the Pachalayappa’s 
College Union, This college has been 
the DMK stronghold since 1952 and 
has given the DMK many of its leaders 
including Mr Annadurai himself. 
The victory of a Congress-backed can- 
didate here does not vindicate the 
Congress claim that it is acquiring a 
hold among the students. The Pa- 
chaiyappa’s college verdict is just an 
anti-power vote, a romantic protest of 
the kind witnessed earlier in the year 
in Kerala where the Communists were 
losing Out to the Congress in the col- 
lege and schoo] elections, 

The new myth that is being built 
around Mr Kamaraj is that he is the 
new leader of the younger generation, 
It is true that Mr Kamaraj has been 
taking a line approximating to thal 
of the secessionists when he is in 
Tamiland and professing supra-nation- 
alism outside. To an extent, Mr Kama- 
raj could provide the alternative focus 
to the DMK which has quietly jetti- 
sOned its secessionist plank to become 
a respectable parliamentary party. 
The lesson is simple : any party aspir- 
ing for a mass base—be it the Cong- 
ress, the DMK or the CPI(M)—has 
to accept the secessionist slogan to 
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Maition would turn critical in a 
fnths, The Centre may not be 
ib keep its commitment, “Happi- 
§ 75,000 tonnes of rice. Ridi- 
> No, Sir!’ reads the copy 
Mick Kerala Government adver- 
fit in the national Press, But 
75,000 tonnes would not do if 
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Revisiting East Africa—Il 


Tanzania : China: 


Arusha 


AnrirnuDHA GUPTA 


T was Tanzania’s Saba Saba Day”. 
In front of TANU’s head office a 
milling crowd hissed, laughed, sway- 
ed and swelled in number as the day 
grew warmer. Suddenly the whuru 
drums began playing and the crowd 
cleared a space in its middle for the 
dancers. The sound of drums raced 
faster, the bodies moved, arched and 
wriggled in a wild bond of chythm as 
the crowd waved and cheered madly. 
At the meeting some Swede and 
Chinese delegates were present. They 
were given a big hand of welcome by 
the crowd. On the previous day the 
Chinese had opened the Friendship 
Textile Mill, which was constructed 
two months ahead of schedule and 
which, it was said, would produce 90 
million square yards of cloth for Tan- 
zania each year. The Chinese exhi- 
bited a replica of the mill and its 
various products in the industrial ex- 
hibition. Curiously, there was no 
portrait of Mao overshadowing the 
pavilion and, more curiously, in his 
speech at the opening ceremony of 
the mill, the Chinese Charge d’ Affaires, 
Mr Po Ping, did not for once refer to 
the “invincible thoughts of Mao”. 
Instead he dwelt on two basic themes; 
first, that China built the mill “as an 
aid to a country to develop 
self-reliance” and, second, that “ra- 
cists” and “imperialists” should know 
that it was possible for the world’s 
coloured underdogs to unite and help 
each other. This was a refreshingly 
different note from Chnia’s usual 
vaunt and, perhaps, the one Africans 
could understand better, 

Indeed, it seems that China has 
abandoned its earlier policy of drag- 
ging Africa into a series of “revo- 
lutionary wars”, Apart from the fact 
that this policy stretched to the limit 
China’s resources, it antagonised a 
number of African governments. Be- 

*Tth July the day Tanganyika 
National Union (TANU) was born. 


sides, it suffered serious reverses in 
Ghana, the Congo, Burundi and Gui- 
nea. Ever since, the Chinese seem 
to be concentrating their efforts in a 
few sélected areas where they have 
already a foothold. In Zanzibar Chi- 
nese presence is formidable and the 
number of Chinese experts, technicians 
and doctors in mainland Tanzania 
is growing. Further, by  offer- 
ing to build the 1600- 
mile railway line between Dar-es-Sa- 
laam and Zambia’s Copperbelt, the 
Chinese have earned the gratitude of 
two African governments. ‘This offer 
seems to have two diplomatic aims 
—first, to show Zambians and Tanza- 
nians that they can depend on China 
when the West or Russia fails to meet 
their expectations and, second, by 
providing an alternative route to the 
sea, make Zambia less dependent on 
Britain, Rhodesia and the Portuguese 
dependencies. Thus, while keeping 
its “‘anti-West” image intact, China 
hopes to win over a vacillating African 
Government to its side, Curiously, 
this policy is not very different from 
that of the Soviets who also believe 
that by providing strategic aid and 
assistance to the underdeveloped coun- 
tries it is possible to launch them on 
the path of “non-capitalism”. 


Liberation Movements 

The concentration of Chinese diplo- 
matic activity on Affrica’s eastern 
coast and in Central Africa may have 
another purpose, By maintaining 
friendly relations with Tanzania, 
China can influence various liberation 
movements in Southern Africa which 
have their headquarters either in 
Dar-es-Salaam or Lusaka. Quite ob- 
viously, a number of freedom-fighters 
look up to China for active support 
in their struggles. On the other hand, 
it is possible that China considers 
Southern Africa strategically more 
important than other parts of Africa 
as it would be here that the future of 
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African independence, pan-Afiicanism 


and socialism would ‘finally be decid- 
ed. This shows a gradual shift of 
China’s attention from the North to 
the South. Prior to 1964 China was 
active in West Africa; then its centre 
of interest shifted two the Congo until 
the rout of Congolese rebels in 1965 
und, since then it has come to be con- 
centrated all along the border of the 
Zambesi river. 

it is: true that China’s growing ties 
with Tanzania have created apprehen- 
sions in many diplomatic circies and 
in Dar--cs-Sdluam one often. hears that 
Tanzania is becoming a “satellite” of 
China. This is scurrilous propaganda 
and Tanzanians resent it most. 

In utis connection it js worthwhile 
to mole how Julius Nyerere interprets 
his country’s growing relations with 
China, During his recent tour of 
China, he consistently emphasized two 
points, First, that Sino-Tanzanian 
friendship should not be misunder- 
stood by other nations and, second, 


that this friendship did not deprive 


Tanzania of its right to exercise inde- 


For 


SOOTHING RELIEF 


from 


ACHES, PAINS 


and 


COLDS & COUGHS 


Use 


AMBUTANJAN 


famous 
for over 75 years 


PRONTIER 


pendent judgment im. world 
Thus, while 
proliferation 


atiairs. 

agreeing that on the non- 
treaty both China and 
Panzaiia {ook “@ sumilar stand, he 
pointed Out to. Chou En-lai, “Mr 
Prime Minister, your country is a nu- 
clear power, mine is not. Por the 
time being we happen to hold similar 
views on this particular matter, Of 
course this does not mean that China 
and Tanzania will always adopt the 
same policies, and will always have the 
sume (priorities of action.” 

Perhaps Nyerere believes that by 
taking such postures tie West will not 
misunderstand him or, perhaps, he 
wants to make it clear to the Chinese 
that he is not willing to depend too 
much on them. Whatever may be the 
reasons, it is true that Tanzanians 
know they cannot adupt an extreme 
anti-West position because it will per- 
haps create more difficulties for them 
than they can manage. Besides, the 
example of Ghana is too fresh in their 
mind—if Nkrumah’s strongly organiz- 
ed regime could fall as a result of the 
machinations of subversive forces 
external or infernal—what guarantee 
is there that such forces would not 
work against Tanzania? It is easy, 
as one TANU leader said, to arouse 
public anger against the politicians, for 
the African people sul! do not know 
what is good or bad for them. This 
is a basic element in African politics 
which the cx-metropolitan Powers 
have consistently exploited. How easy 
it is to start a rumour which tums in- 
to a riot, to build contact men among 
politicians through devious channels 
and, then, to pull the strings to over- 
throw a government. It is true that the 
process takes time to mature; but 
what is worth noting here is the fact 
that whereas it has been possible for 
noderate African governments to sta- 
bilise power with Western support, 

those radical nationalist regimes which 
tried to diversify their external rela- 
tions without the approval of the ‘West 
faced constantly the threat of political 
instability. This may show the 
strength of the world capitalist system 
or, conversely, the weakness of the 
world socialist system (is there any?), 
but what is clear to Tanzania's leaders 
is that they should try simultaneously 
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be continued in October). 
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Marxism And Parlia- 
mentarism— | 
AppuL GAFAR 


HEN the First Congress of the 
Second International was held 


in Paris in 1889 it demonstrated that 
Marxism had 
ideology of the international proletari- 
at. However, this was the period of 
rapidly developing monopoly capitalism 
and imperialism. 


become the dominant 


This created a new 
phenomenon—the growth of a subs- 
section of skilled and white- 
These changed condi- 
tions profoundly affected the working- 
class movement, which were soon re- 
flected in the growth of revisionism in 
all the social democratic parties led by 
Bernstein, Jaures, Millerand etc. 

The development of revisionism 
came to a head when in France Miller- 
and joined a bourgeois coalition minis- 
try under a bourgeois constitution in 
1898 against the background of the 
Dreyfus Affair, Marxists had partici- 
pated in the elections as a part of their 
democratic struggle and sent their re- 
presentatives to parliament. They con- 
sidered these elections and parliaments 
as platforms and as weapons in the 
hands of the working class to inten- 
sify their. struggle against their class 
enemy, Gut a socialist joining a bour- 
senis coalition government was a diff- 
erent thing altogether—it . meant re- 
nunciation of class strugele) In addi- 
tion, the Millerand case was particu- 
larly objectionable to workers and all 
progressives since one of the leading 
members of the Cabinet was General 
Gallifot. the principal butcher of the 
Communards of 1871, 

Immediately after Millerand’s entry 
into the “united front” Ministrv, the 
Government employed its police to 
shoot down the colonial workers in 
Martinique as well as the metropolitan 
workers at Chalons (cf. Naxalbari). 
Millerand’s policy of the bourgeois 
coalition ministry was strongly sup- 
ported by Jean Jaures, leader of one 
of the five French socialist parties, all 
of which were affiliated to the Second 
International, Another socialist leader, 





Jules Guesde, vehemently opposed 
Millerand’s action. Millcrandism thus 
brought about a serious crisis in the 
socialist movement both nationally as 
well as internationally and became the 
first serious international strueele bet- 
ween the Right and Left in the Se- 
cond International. It shook the orga- 
nisation and threatened to split the 
movement. 

Naturally, when the Sixth Cong- 
ress Of the Secend International held 
its session in Paris in 1900 the Mille- 
rand case occupied the centre of 
attention. The Congress 
divided mto three groups. 

The first resolution, put forward by 
Guesde, condemned Millerandism in 
principle and demanded that the 
Congress “allows the proletariat to 
take part in bourgeois elections only 
in the form of winning seats on its own 
strength and on the basis of the class 
struggle, and it forbids any participa- 
tion whatever of socialists in bour- 
geois povernments, towards which 
socialists must take up an attitude of 
unbending opposition”, Guesde’s re- 
solution was strongly supported by 
Vaillant, an old veteran of the Paris 
Commune. Another supporter of 
this position was Rosa Luxemburg 
who said : “In bourgeois society social 
democracy, by its very nature, has to 
play the part of an opposition party, 
it can only come forward as the 
governing party on the ruins of the 
bourgeois State.” 

As opposed to this 
Jaures put forward the Rightist point 
of view and stressed it also as.@ matter 
of principle. He claimed that by Mil- 
lerand’s action the socialists had 
saved the Republic from the hands of 
the Royalist. reactionaries, Further, 
thai by such actions socialists can in- 
troduce progressive measures. and 
thus gradually transform the whole 
saciety. “Such a socialist participa- 
tion in capitalist governments,” as- 
serted Jaures, “is the beginning of 
the socialist revolution.” 


hecanic 


resolution 


“Rubber” Resolution 

Kautsky, who uptil then had gene- 
rally taken a stand with the Left 
against Right opportunism, now took 
up.a centrist position and ina resolu- 
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tion, which became known as a rubber 
resolution, he said that the question 
was not of any principle, but of tac- 
tics : “The Congress does not have 
to decide upon this question” ; it 
should be left to the decision of the 
individual parties. 

After thus leaving the door wide 
open for all kinds of opportunistic man- 
oeuvres, Kautsky valiantly proceeded 
to fight the imaginary enemies with 
radical phrases and said that a social- 
ist who “becomes a minister inde- 
pendently of his party, or whenever 
he ceases to be the delegate of that 
party” is a traitor and in such a case 
he must resign, 

The Left bitterly attacked Kautsky’s 
“rubber” resolution, but the voting 
was so manipulated (each country 
had two yotes) that it was passed by 
29 to 9. Lenz, the historian of the 
Second International, remarks: “This 
was the first great defeat for the’ te- 
volutionary wing of the International.” 

Millerand refused to resign from 
the bourgeois Cabinet and was eyen- 
tually expelled from his party, but 
for many years he continued to serve 
the capitalists as a traitor to the work- 
ing-class. cause. 

After the Russian Revolution and 
the founding of the Communist Inter- 
national one of the main tasks before 
the communists was to bring about 
unity among the shattered ranks of the 
working class, At the Third Comin- 
tern Congress in 1921 Lenin formula- 
ted the United Front policy—an im- 
portant policy which was to cover a 
whole period in the international 
working-class movement. This united 
front tactic inevitably brought the 
question of the possibility of an ulti- 
mate united front government to the 
forefront. At the 4th Comintern 
Congress in 1922 under the  guid- 
ance Of Lenin himself, various forms 
of popular governments were discuss- 
ed. The resolution formulated the 
question in the following manner: 

“The Communist International 
must anticipate the following possibi- 
lities + 

“1. A Liberal workers’ govern- 
ment. such as existed in Australia and 
likely to be formed in Great Britain 
in the near future. 
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“2. A social democratic workers’ 
government (Germany). 

“3. A workers’ and peasants’ 
government—such possibilities exist 
in the Balkans, in Czechoslovakia etc. 

4. “A workers’ government in 
which communists participate. 

“>. A real proletarian workers’ 
government, which the Communist 
Party alone can embody in a pure 
form.” 


Correct Relationship 

The resolutoin further laid down 
what should be the relationship of the 
communist parties with such govern- 
ments: 

“The first two types are not revolu- 
tionary workers’ governments, but dis- 
suised coalitions between the bourge- 
ois and anti-revolutionary groups. 
Such workers” governments are tole- 
rated, at critical moments, by the 
weakened bourgeoisie, in order to 
dupe the workers as to the true class 
character of the State, or with the aid 
of corrupt feaders, to divert the revo- 
lutionary onslaught of the proletariat 
and to pain time: The communists 
cannot take part in such governments. 
On the contrary, they must ruthlessly 
expose their true character to the 
masses,” 

Regarding the third and fourth cate- 
gories, the resolution pointed out that 
they are not proletarian dictatorships, 
but may be the starting point for the 
struggle for such dictatorship. “Only 
the workers’ government consisting of 
communists can be the true embodi- 
ment of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat.” 

Since the passing of this resolution 
by the 4th Comintern Congress 45 
years ago much water has flown under 
the bridges. Revisionism, which was 
fought so hard by Lenin as the main 
enemy within the working class, has 
reappeared in the Marxist movement 
again. Initiated and led by Khrush- 
chevite revisionist leadership of the 
Soviet Wnion, the parliamentary illu- 
sion of peaceful transition to socialism 
is being urged again, with disastrous 
results to the international working 
class movement. 


(To be continued in October). 
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bi behind its voice whether its 
praise or abuse. 
who believe in revolution 
eit all manifestations of reli- 
But unfortunately that requires 
Pthange in our life which few 
oparect to make. This leads to 
m situations of which the role 
minded young men and women 
BPujas in Calcutta and West Ben- 
the best. cxample 
mdy the Puja pandals are going 
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n nom 
| Pura 
hung 
on of 
\joy 
ike 


ed Wi 


on aed Hover Calcutta. From what 1 
fears, im spite of the economic reces- 
prowl iemployment and what not, 
Puja MGRPojas this year are not going to 
1c cit m fivish and wasteful than they 


‘St BOOMMly are. One thing, however, is 


‘re 0 Murthy this year. There is none 
Pupas f feverish, familiar activity for 
20 iff ion of subscriptions. In fact, 


not d¢ 
en Vi0k 


Pihis year I have not been ap- 
med by even one club for money 


ical i fidvertisement in the so-called 
that ¥ mits. [ am quite happy to be 
'ss-bag dH but apparently the money 


last nas far as the Pujas this year 
ly OM Monecerned is quite easy and the 


Spork oy has something to do with the 
hould Waive elections. 

no $8 Mm connection between elections 
vested) Moung men’s clubs and organiza- 
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sing 
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mm Calcutta and elsewhere in 
Bengal is long and intimate. 
Wicandidate has to depend on 
Organizations and they extract 
Ponce. The influx of a large 


st of of young revolutionaries into 


it Com Bolibs has hardly had any worth- 
mule iffluence on their character. 
veo fm, oO the other hand, the pre- 
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of the clubs have 
little ideology these 
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be wh ieimen and a few women had be- 
results ' The total collections made by 
ctachs clubs in West Bengal on ac- 
Left, of different pujas will certainly 
he Sagi Into several crores. Out of this 
| mann One decimal point is spent on 
zing ail Worthwhile object. 
1 tog mm all for the festival side of the 
rt in § But when so-called revolution- 
es. énter the sphere something differ- 


expected and not just blind con- 
im in the name of gradualness. 
fis not the Janguage of revolution. 
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tering a function organized by a club 
where practically every second leader 
was a leftist. 

The reason for all this is not far 
to see. Ritual, where it has been 
handed down from generation to gene- 
ration, has supreme power and is 
stronger than dry intelligence 
So far our revolutionaries 
have failed to appreciate the 
necessity of building up concrete 
images before the people. There are 
numerous clubs in Calcutta with their 
own bands. In spite of leftists being 
in these clubs, the only activitiy of the 
hands is to parade with the immersion 
processions of puja deities. On occa- 
sions Of Durga Puja, Kali Puja or 
Saraswati Puja, I have seen many of 
the young reyolutionaries working 
hard to organize and lead the proces- 
sions, with bands iplaying. What a 
pity that a similar procession cannot 
be arranged on May Day with a few 
bands and fireworks or on the occa- 
sion of the October Revolution or to 
celebrate any victory over the Cong- 
ress. But it is useless to blame these 
young people. The failure lies else- 
where, at the top. 
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The more I think of it, the more I 
am coming to have the opinion that 
the cry for nationalization, given the 
present objective conditions in our 
country, is doing more harm than good 
except in a limited sense insofar as 
the employees themselves are con 
cerned and even then not always, To 
have an existing or a new industry 
in the public sector as it is called and 
get it administered by dyed-in-the- 
wool bureaucrats is not my idea of 
nationalization, In the event when 
such large undertakings of national 
importance are handed over to bureau- 
crats who do not believe in nationa- 
lisation, the result is a form of State 
capitalism where the administrators 
consider it at best their paternal pro- 
erty, to be disposed off as they think 
best. The net result of nationalization 
in most such cases is to paint a pic- 
ture of inefficiency and thus decry so- 
cialism. 

Take Haringhata Milk Supply in 
Caleutta. Its inefficiency is monu- 
mental, ‘While it is perpetually short 


of milk, only a few years back it went 
in for advertising in a big way announ- 
cing grandiose plans for appointment 
of stockists for its ‘Camiss’ Butter and 
Ghee. A good deal of moncy was 
spent in this and in printing tins but 
fate overtook the officials very soon. 
After that came the famous novw-on- 
now-off scheme of meeting the de- 
mand by controlling the use of 
chhana. The failure of all the efforts 
is, Of cOurse, due to the usual snag. 
The schemes are drawn by officials 
who have divorced themselves from 
al] meaningful contact with the gene- 
ral run of people and do not know 
what they are doing and how it will 
affect the people for whom they are 
doing it, 

The current scheme of removing all 
cattle from Calcutta by October 15 
would have been praiseworthy but for 
the fact that it suffers from all the 
usual pitfalls of bureaucrat hatched 
schemes. It will be wonderful if it 
does not raise more problems than it 
solves. 

The whole scheme as 
seems to be based on some peculiar 
assumptions. First, there seems in 
the official mind no harm im shifting 
the cattle to any other area so long as 
it is not in Calcutta and Howrah, 
Obviously, such removal will be only 
inside the Calcutta Metropolitan 
area, creating fresh health and sanita 
tion problems in areas. which are still 
less able to meet the threat. Already 
there are big concentrations of khatals 
im areas like Rishra disrupting the 
usual sanitary arrangements and if the 
removal is effected, the whole area 
around Calcutta will face the same 
problem from the influx of cattle: We 
may take it that few of these cattle 
will go to Haringhata. If the Govern- 
ment could not induce the gowalas to 
go there so long, removal of cattle 
outside Calcutta is not going to do 
the trick. Buts then there are the 
courts to step in. Or politics. Last time 
when the UF Minister struck an infor- 
mal agreement with the khatals for sup- 
ply of milk, Congress volunteers went 
about asking them not to supply the 
milk, “Why lose?” they were told. “It 
is your milk, You do what you like.” 
Already one of the Ghoshes who pla- 


announced 


1! 


sue West Bengal politics has spoken 
in favour of the gowalas. 

Secondly, from the Milk Commis- 
sioner’s admission, tt is more than 
likely that the whole scheme will col- 
lapse through the sheer inability of 
the Maringhata Scheme ta: cope with 
the work. Already it has been an- 
nounced that the capacity of the bot- 
Uing plant is down by one third and 
supply of bottled milk has heen res- 
tricted. It is also feared that it might 
take about a month to restore the 
bottling capacity to normal, About 
increase in capacity there is not a 
word. About the speed of repairs of 
things needed by the people, the Cal- 
cutta State Transport is a fair exam- 
ple with its broken down buses ador- 
ning the streets. A bus I saw strand- 
ed recently at about 8 in the morning 
was still there at 6 in the evening with 
the driver and conductor keeping 
watch. It could not even be towed 
back to the garage in 14 hours. But 
I am told this is nothing unusual. 
Sometimes drivers and conductors 
have to sleep the night through in 
their vehicles. So much for nationa- 
lisation under unwilling hands. 

Lastly, while threatening to stop 
the ustial source of supply from kha- 
tals, the bureaucratic order says that 
any one who takes even a quarter 
litre milk from Haringhata already 
will not be entitled to get any further 
quantity, As if \people were refus- 
ing to take milk from Haringhata so 
far and not the other way round! 

All told, supply of milk in Calcutta 
is going to be in something of a mess 
before long unless a miracle happens 
or the courts step in to maintain the 
status quo, Even if everything goes 
according to Government plans, one 
thing is certain. With our peculiar 
genius to get around the law, large 
numbers. of families will be found to 
have overnight acquired one or two 
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cows or buffaloes of which the real 
owners will be the gowalas. 
® t 

It may be the streak of mischiev- 
ousness in me, but three bits of news 
caused me almost unalloyed pleasure. 
If we recall the events of yester 
year it is only reasonable to feel 
happy when one finds some indications 
that Frankenstein’s monster is at 
last turning on its master. The ille- 
gal attacks on democracy and the 
people are apparently having a chain 
effect now 

Tt was really delightful to learn 
that in a particular police station there 
were two OC’s and similarly there 
were two wakf commissioners in, the 
West Bengal Government, We can 
now look forward te the time when 
we shall have two Goyernors, The 
attack on the Additional District 
Magistrate and the abortive one on 
the District Magistrate in the Alipore 
Court, IT would have been inclined to 
treat as sheer entertainment. Who 
aré we to. pass opinions when a hus- 
band and wife fight > After all, last 
year when the police and their hired 
goondas going by the name of plain- 
clothes policemen were beating up 
innocent citizens, the Magistracy did 
not interfere. So, if the police take 
it in their heads to knock down the 
ADM or the DM it is their affair and 
we can only stand on the sidelines 
and enjoy the sport. But things are 
never perfect. And in this case there 
were all the poor clerks and others 
who bore the brunt of the policemen’s 
attack. All I can do is to offer them 
the consolation that they have suffered 
in a noble cause. Because of them 
perhaps our magistrates might realize 
that the police are beginning to consi- 
der themselves to be a law unto them- 
selves. 

% Bo 

The junior to a well known lawyer 
had been sent to the Capital to fight 
out a case of much importance, the 
senior being unwell. All concerned 
awaited eagerly news of the court’s 
decision which came at last, The 
telegram read, “Justice has triumph- 
ed.” ‘Without a moment’s hesitation 
the senior wired back, “Appeal imme- 
diately.” 


The Press 


Autonomy Wit i 


A utonomy 
COMMENTATOR 


FTER vacillating for nei 

i vears the Government 
has at last announced its deg 
garding the reorganisation ony 
The non-violent. direct action 
ment launched by the Al-Paf 
Leader’s Conference a day 
might have hastened the aim 
ment, for it showed that the} 
ple were «solidly behind they 
for an autonomous Stale. BF 
they have been promised i 
State within Assam, a new 
which is expected to received? 
tional sanction in the wintety 
of Parliament. The plan fal 
of what the hill leaders had 
mised before the general deci 
it remains to be seen if it 
be further watered down indi 
ing months. Evidently, the 
Congress and the Governmentil 
have been able to bully tg 
into refusing the hill people @ 
tance of their demand, Thetl 
a “resistance movement’ by Thi 
Congress under the: leadershigy 
Chief Minister, Mr B. Pi 
has worked, and the Centre Ti 


tically revised its earlier reorgim 


plan which incurred the wrath 
Assam Congress leaders, 

tre’s capitulation has beens 
and complete that it seems (hag 


thing was pre-arranged; hala 
nisation scheme acceptable om 


leaders would be leaked out 

Assam Congress would veho 
oppose it, and that the Central 
then announce an anacmic 

which would not affect thew 
empire in Assam. The reactii 
hill people was left out of cal 
in this arrangement; perhap 


were taken for granted. Ti 


have become sullen while thoy 


Congress is jubilating. The® 
thay have solved some intern 
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Bite Congress but it bas failed 
Bile problem of Assam. 
gH the ‘papers started com- 
Mon the proposal for reorgani- 
Assam without 
Miricl announcement. Taking 
me irom the attitude of the 
Congress they thought the plan 
Meoncede to a Jarge extent the 
Hol the hill people; they could 
mine that the final plan would 
i ihe position. Patriot, which 
to this cutegory, has taken the 
BConvress to task lor making 
Pictish of Assam being a bor 
It says that the proposal 
MoStale that has now emerged 
Mich is reported to have won 
m te from Mr Morar Desai, 
mis Opposed to the idea of 
ation earlier, is 
i] not damage 
i The Assam Congress lea- 
iy have statistical or 
Miarcuments while setting their 
iainst reorganisation, But a 
cannot ignore is that the hill 
leaders have popular support 
me very stability of the border 
Hepends on the hill people’s as- 
m being met without doing in- 
Hilig vital inicrests of the nation 
mole; Mr Morarji Desai was at 
posed to reorganisation be- 
Phe fearect that it might encour- 
Epiratist demands in other States 
ifibal populations but he was 
Maly persuaded that stability in 
Mitder State is also matter of 
litt iportance. The Assam 
fis leaders cannot fail to take 
mporiant factor into account, 
Miestate formula mects many of 
miections raised against earlier 
mals of reorganisation, The hill 
fan be persuaded to accept 
mun. The Assam leaders 
Prealise that rejecting it will 
iid to instability which they 
es should be anxious to 
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mould have been resorted to by 
mes On the eve of the proposed 
ikement of New Delhi's decision 
Meinisation of Assam. Amrita 
Putrika has held the Govern- 
Pot India’s “hesitant policy” res- 
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ponsible for the present delicate situa- 
it says that if the APHLC has 
thought it necessary to start its direct 


Lon, 


action even before the announcement 
ol the Government's decision, it is pre- 
sumably becuuse of the suspicion tiat 
New Delhi might again succumb to ihe 
pressure. of the Assam Congress, And, 
if past experience be any guide, the 
hill Jeaders can hardly be blamed toi 
Che sub- 
federation plan offered by Home Mr 
mister Chavan in Jamuary 
with the tacit approyal of Chief Minis- 
ter Chalita ended in smoke because of 
the opposition of the Assam Pradesh 
rhe 


ai a 


harbouring such misgivings. 


ast yea 


Coperéss Committee. latter 1s 


now bent upon setting 


£ ught even 
atest pro- 
t with- 
integrated 
Pos- 


the Government of 


a 
} 
i 
otate 


India’s 
posal of a autonomous hill 
in the 
set-up for the whole of Assam. 
aibly nO alternative was Ielt to the 
APHLC to launching direct action tw 
counter tis pressure in order to keep 
iis Own ranks in 
But there is a danger that 
though the hartal in Shillong was 
peacelul, the movemient may not re- 
main 50 for long. And the 
mists, whom the APHLC is 
to keep under control, may ultimate- 
ly gain the upper hand. Nobody un- 
the political difficulties 
of the Assam Congress which are no 
less acute than those of the APHLC. 
But it has to be clearly recognised, at 
the same time, that chronic discontent 
in the highly strategic hill areas might 
indermine the security and progress 
State. It is, however, 
obvious that neither the APCC nox 
the APHLC is in a jposilion—in view 
of the feelings already worked up in 
both the plains and the hill areas—to 
adopt any public posture which might 
be Interpreted as a climb-down, If 
that be the case—which it really is— 
the best way out would be to leave 
the decision to the Government of 
india, 
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Raptures 

National Herald, which reserved 
its judgment till the official announ- 
cement, has pone into raptures over 
“the excellent piece of work” done by 
the Union Home Ministry in devis- 


reconciles the 
With autonomy 
the hill areas, The 
scheme lies in the 
hetween the 
autonomous 
u workable scheme, and 

as it wil with sufficient 

vaperation, it will be a tribute lo the 
litical genius of the Indian people 
ample of their capacily to 

vise appropriate schemes to meet 
their ‘just aspirations”. As the most 
of the States of India, 
Assam has had problems with no 
while all legitimate 
y should be consi- 
dered, there need be wo fear. about 
what might happen in other States if 
Assam reorganised. It has not 
been a mere ethnic problem, linguis- 
sconomic problem : 
it is many problems in one. There 
could be no doubt that the esting 
set-up of the north-eastern region was 
The map of Assam 
have known if is 
product of British rule, 
necessary to 


ing a scheme wiiich 


statehood of Assam 
for the pe 
main merit of the 


devised 


t ot 
Opie OL 


co-ordination 


Stale of Assam and the 


composite 


and, 
autonomy 


parallel, 
claims to 


were 


tic problem, or 


outmoded. 
ae: he 

largely a 
and adjustments 
muke political unity a living thing and 
not some deadweight that depended 
merely on the framework of the Con- 
stitution. The paper says. that the 
Government’s aim has been to recon- 
cile the aspirations and interests of 
the people inhabiting the hills with 
those of the inhabitants of the plains 
within the framework of the security 
of a sensitive border region. The 
scheme js also intended to serve the 
needs of development which alone can 
give substance to security. if it is 
worked by all parties and sections in 
u spirit Of cooperation and under 
standing. it is bound to succeed and 
provide solutions to other problems. 


were 


Strike 

The Government of India has at 
last intervened in the mewspaper dis- 
pute, placating the proprictors. A 
breakthrough was possible only if one 
of the parties in the dispute had 
resiied from its earlicr stand. 
So far as the newspaper owners are 
concerned it was out of the question, 
for their capacity to hold out is. un- 
limited. “The majority of them can 
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uo without the profits from their news- 
papers; perhaps they will not know 


even that they are caring Jess be- 
euuse of the strike, They derive 


their economic power from elsewhere; 
ihe newspapers Only add to the poli- 
tical power they enjoy through their 
economic suzerainty, The weaker 
party, as in all labour disputes, is the 
cmployees, the majority of whom 
had not gol their salaries for the last 
two months. JlEyen the salaries for 
the twenty two days they had worked 
in July remain unpaid in many cases. 
ihe employees had practically 
reached the end of their tether, and 
voices Of criticism of their all-India 
leaders were no longer muifled. Frus- 
tration was widespread, and it is clear 
that the enrployees had not bargained 
lor such a prolonged strife. The strike 
was launched on the basis of certain 
assumptions all of which went 
wrong; not the least of these was that 
the Goverment would exercise its 
influence on the side of the employees. 
The Labour Minister who frequently 
roared in Parliament in the beginning 
was suddenly struck dumb by 
who knows what. Had he not com- 
mended the “reasonable” attitude of 
the employees and promised mterven- 
tion should bipartite negotiations fail, 
the discussions would have perhaps 
taken a different turn. If the employ- 
ees’ representatives took a ngid stand, 
as 5Omic¢ dre saying now, it was largely 
because they were assured that the 
Government was with them. Not 
only has not this support been extend- 
ed, but the Government seemed to 
have decided to help in the prolonga- 
tion of the strike by agreeing to release 
advance quotas of newsprint to the 
papers that were publishing. This did 
prevent public clamour for a quick 
settlement of the dispute. By its in- 
acuion the Government has harmed 
not the employees alone; it has also 
harmed itself for it has been proved 
that the Government is ‘powerless 
against the monopolists who own the 
bigger newspapers. The damage could 
have been partially repaired if the Gov- 
ernment had kept its plighted word 
and made the wage board recommen- 
dations for non-journalists statutory. 


Book Review 


Up and Down the Ladder 


RajinpeR Paul 


~ OME human beings have known it 
for long that they are not children 
of God or that their great-great-great 
grandfathers. had begot them, after be- 
ing kicked out from Eden, But very 
few would like to sete down with 
the fact that a step lower lo us in the 
process of evolution is the horrible 
looking thing called chimpanzee, Eu- 
genists should devote some of their 
gratuitous zeal to their neglected cou- 
sins. 

Dr Despond Morris’ makes no 
bones about man’s kinship to the 
chimpanzee. In fact, his main 
thesis is to puncture what 
he calls man’s ‘spiritual superior- 
ity’, and make him understand his 
biological lineage, his fortunate evolu- 
tion, so that in the process, by looking 
at the basic behavioural traits of 
other animals, he would be able to 
curb and thus sublimate his unsoctal 
desires, 

Dr Mortis begins his excellent (and 
entertaining) book with the most dir- 
ect statement: “There are one hun- 
dred and ninety-three living species 
of monkeys and apes. One hundred 
and ninety-two of them are covered 
with hair. The exception is a naked 
ape self-named Homo Sapiens. This 
unusual and highly successful species 
spends a great deal of time examining 
his higher motives and an equal 
amount of time studiously ignoring 
his fundamental ones. He is proud 
that he has the biggest brain of all 
the primates but attempls to conceal 
the fact that he also has the biggest 
penis.... 1 am a zoologist and the 
naked ape is an animal.. in acquiring 
lofty new motives, he has lost none of 
the earthly old ones. .” 

Dr Morris then goes on, in the chap- 
ters on Sex, Rearing, Fighting, Com- 
fort, to show the basic sameness of 
habits of the hairy and the naked ape. 
And with this kinship comes the re- 
velation that though we might be 
thitking ourselves evolved, the innate 








































































animalism has remained Tig 
‘hunting nature’ of the naked 
pite the family units, hagg 
itself.a little transformed, Haj 
progressed from, let us sity 
grounds’ to ‘place of busmeay 
what the modern man sho 
in promoting his business & 
but his unavoidable agaressiv 
acquiring ‘food’ and "teratay 
ageold animal imperatives. 

Phe book is full of interest 
lights, and is a tremendous 
My linc in this particular Wa 
to link what Dr Morris, and 
Konrad Lorenz in his book @ 
gression®, and more recently 
Storr show in his book, Hina 
ssion® 
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Of deadlicr weapons and the 
ital camps, the analogy can 
ged “to that of several hostile 
Pes on a ship almost devoid 
O Though, rats are more intelli- 
Rat they auomatically stop re- 
sie when they observe ver- 
m And, again, even after rats 
Hightcred on a whole scale, 
Gubstantial porion will he left 
mie the race. With our brain- 
ie hydrogen bomb, we have 
moporly fixed our future. 
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and our i 





had an exciting term of office’. 
Mangers of self-extermination 
in man than in other ani- 
wing to the peculiar aggressive 
fats that we have acquired as 
fessiry bye-products of sociocul- 
Rulution, ideological fixedness, 
M@ fanaticism, and the trial of 
milive skill at artificial weapons, 
Pike need to have belief in our 
BO, thinking. In fact, Dr 
meeays, “all the great dangers 
Mite humanity with extinction 
consequences of conception- 
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a ' follow his instinct with im- 
by mite 


id do or not do whatever he 
mi. Knowledge springing from 
imal thought robbed man of 
Binity provided by his  well- 
Winstinct..’ Like other evol- 


morality’ 
earned any 
o ghastly 
He 4: 
/orous ' 


: 4 Bitises Of the naked ape’s brain, 
is Very Sif : ‘ 

Pe Wily to think is also a mixed 
are SOOM . 


m® And, perhaps, for the same 
Diecket's Vladimir says in 
Where are all these corpses 
We must have thought a little’. 


their 
all co yu ; 
opulaticny: 








{BER 2h, EMBER 21, 1968 





FRONTIER 





apotheosis Of the self in every walk of 
life. 


The question that confronts us is: 


Though it is one of the greatest pifts 
of mankind, our instinct and animal 
inheritance have failed to cope with 


pure reason, atid as we are experien- Are we goibg to survive our killing 
cing today with the toys of science, instincts? {Only the naked ape 
our instincts are having the better of kills his tellow-beings—no other. spe- 
us in leading our fingers to the trig- cies dues so). What is ony future? 
ger and button. ‘Prometheus who Do we really want to live—or are we 
learned to preserve fire, used it to just going to be victims of what dear 


Freud called the detah-wish? 

Dr Lorenz is less pessimistic than 
Dr Morris, having, shall one say, less 
of the journalistic streak im him, in 
providing the last Chapter “The Avo- 
wal of Optimism’ in which he says all 
is not lost. ‘We cxolistically want to 
overlook the fact that our present state 
is not the Oplinum stage of evolution 
of the naked ape, We may and per- 
haps we will wriggle out of our self- 
inflicted bogeys, dogmas and chaos, 
As it is, there various ways to 
reduce the aggression: by expending 
such force on innocuous objects (hit- 
ting empty cardboard boxes), by sub- 
limating it. into creative channels, as 


roast his brothers’. 

Violence in today’s society is the 
direct product of the undeveloped fac- 
ulty of cool reasoning. Its sudden 
eruptions that we have seen in, let us 
say, the death of Gandhi, Kennedy, 
or Luther King, have given man cause 
to reconsider his graph of evolution. 
Even as we overlook that those mur- 
ders. were political, we cannot forget 
the Kansas murders in cold blood or 
the death of six hospital nurses by a 
man who had listened to someone 
mentioning ‘murder’ a few minutes 
ago. Just like that, for the heck. of 
it. In fact, killing has become so 
easy thai the modern man, bored with 
sporis, indulpes in the pastime 
of killing. I remember having been 


are 


also by promoting personal rélation- 
ship between individuals of opposed 


horrified by a recent film called The ideologies, 

Tenth Victim set in the twenty-first 

century, in which after the tenth suc- Over-crowding 

cessful victim the sportsman is entitl- But the greatest incentive to ag- 
ed to a gold medal, Modern litera- gression, as one knows, comes from 


Over-crowding. We are breeding like 
hell. ‘At the etid of the seventeenth 
century the world population of naked 
apes was Only 500 million. It is now 
.- 3000 million. . In 260 years’ time 

there will be 400,000 million naked 


ture, particularly drama, which is by 
its very nature avant-garde, has given 
an uppropriate mame to one of its 
irends—The Theatre of Cruelty- 
which bases itself on the primitive 
instincts Of man, as jpropagated by 


‘ee 


Artaud. One is also aware of Claude apes crowding the face of the earth. 
Van _ Itallie’s American Hurrah in This gives a figure of 11,000 indivi- 
which two life-size puppets indulge in duals to every square mile of the 
seemingly aimless destruction of entire land surface.. So family plan- 


ning (it has strange connotation in 
India), Mr Storr puts it unambiguous- 
ly, must be effected immediately if we 
méan to survive. He also mentions 
other palliatives to lessen aggression 
—like the systern of democracy where 
you have the prerogative to unleash 
only ‘the dogs of war’ through the 
mouth, One must also, as they are 
thinking of doing it in America, make 
difficult the procurement of fire-arms, 
killer's knife* and other such gadgets. 


motel property or Feiffer’s Little Mur- 
ders in which the guy just shoots 
from his home-window at people in the 
street, Or the cruelty in Peter Brook's 
staging of Marat/Sade and his recent 
Seneca’s Oedipus, Sor Marowitz Hant- 
let, and Edward Bond’s Saved in which 
a sick child is stoned to death. One 
can go prolonging the list. There 
aré various other manifestations of 
modern forms of aggression, of course 
on TY, in the cinema, in car-driving, 


in sexual perversion, in falling apart And consequently make the -violence- 
from the sobering influences of ex- provoking novels, TV shows, films, 
tended families, and in the optimum by mutuab consent, into rarities. We 

1) 











must display not only camouflage me- 
thods, but a genuine ‘moral responsi- 
bility’. There’s nothing bad or old 
fashioned about the word “moral res- 
ponsibility’, as the new generations of 
writers and public bent On appropriat- 
ing all claims to irresponsibility would 
let us believe. It is man’s special gift 
and it can save several wars, many 
unnecessary interventions and much 
confusion, 

Dr Morris thinks ‘if we don’t re- 
cognise Ourselves and our biological 
Ways, our animal nature, if we do not 
improve in quality rather than in 
quantity’, “our suppressed biological 
urges will build up and till the dam 
bursts and the whole of our elaborate 
existence is swept away in the flood’. 
Shall we? Afler all, of all the 193 
species, only the naked ape has the 
gift of laughter. 

|. The Naked Ape by Desmond 
Morris; Jonathan Cape, 30s. 


2. On Aggression by Konrad Lo- 
renz; Bantam Books. $1.25. 


3. Human Aggression by Antony 
Storr; Allan Lane, The Penguin Press. 
Se 
aS, 
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The Special Number 
of Frontier 
will be out on September 
24 or 25. 
Price One Rupee. 


(Free for Subscribers.) 
As the Press will be 
Closed during the 
Puja Holidays 
the subsequent issue 
of Frontier 
will appear on 
October 19 










































Letters 


Czechoslovakia 


When the Soviet intervention in 
Czechoslovakia should be taken as 
an unpleasant yet unavoidable “posi- 
tive check” to the fast “withering 
away” of the socialist system and 
all progressive forces should resolute- 
ly support the action at this critical 
juncture, it is surprising that a maga- 
zine of Frontier's status. should be 
in competition with the reactionary 
Press in condemning it as naked im- 
perialist aggression to divide the world 
between the two super-Powers. It 
appears that a section of our “pro- 
gressives’” have been trying to equate 
the Soviet Union and the USA as 
equally dangerous imperialist Powers, 
and this intervention has supplied 
them the long awaited data to “prove” 
their thesis. Today the East Wind and 
West Wind are blowing together— 
listen to the Voice of America and 
Radio Peking, and we have the uni- 
que opportunity to observe the Penta- 
gon-Peking axis against Moscow. 

Those who slander the Soviet move 
in Czechoslovakia supported the same 
in Hungary more than a decade ago, 
In 2 broadcast on the development of 
ideological differences with Moscow, 
Radio Peking said that the Commu- 
nist Party of China had advised the 
Soviet Union to intervene in Hungary 
when the latter had been vacillating. 
Today the situation in Czechoslovakia 
is no less dangerous but only the atti- 
tude to the Soviet Union has under- 
gone a change, and to oppose the 
Soviet Union in everything has be- 
come a part and parcel of the general 
line of the communist movement for 
some people. In Hungary it was only 
the assault of the small landholders’ 
association with the help of outside 
agents, but here the infiltration of the 
anti-socialist forces has taken place 
within the Commutist Party itself, 
with the strength to stage a peaceful 
transition to capitalism, giving even: an 
open call for a “multi-party system”. 

“Prague, June 29: More than 
90% of non-communists polled in a 
survey by the Czechoslovak Commu- 


nist Party newspaper Rude Ph 
port the idea of choice bem 
ral independent political pag 
The poll of 38,000 reader 
50% to 60% of the partya 
consider that socialist demig 
be guaranteed through a 1 
system.” 7 
The Statesman, Juney 
So the situation went Wal 
hand and the first task wasy 
it under control. Those wit 
the Soviet Union for this 
of socialist values in Czechia 
are correct, but they forgey] 
turmoil in Hungary was digit 
the Soviet Union as a direct 
destalinisation and the 200% 
of tie CPSU, the mother off 
revisionism, and yet we @ 
the Sovict Union in that critig 
The sovereignty of any i 
Pariy is sacred, also the 30 
of any country. But the soy 
of the socialist system is mili 
sacred, and whenever there 8a 
between the two, a commiutti 
choose the latter. There 35 a 
tive difference between vi 
and reversionism, though thy 
is the cause and the latter tig 
Revisionism is a disease but} 
is there that it can be cured if pt 
treated, bur reversionism fs dea 
indicates the end of a process 
Soviet Union as a “revisionist"@ 
has fought reversionism in Gag 
vakia we should at feast of 
cheers for it, one for puttingy 
mediate positive check, 
highlighting the whole issue § 
sionism by provoking a new dé 
the issue, but the third should 
reserved for the day when ti 
cause will be removed through® 
ideological treatment. 
ARUN KUMAR 
Sindri, 
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If a wrong thing produces@ 
result we should think  twicg 
we condemn the wrongdoer ai 
The world as it is, between ti 
we need to accept the Jester 
And the Czechs, willy-nilly 
have to accept it. Russia fi 
swallowed a bitter pill—woll 
disapprobation of her action 
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punishment she deserves. But 
ily demands that while one 
ms fier action, one should not 
pappreciate the salutary effect 
ies. The Czech people, I be- 
Gill appreciate it before long 

of course, all of socialism 
Pheen lost there already. The 
iair is also very likely to pro- 
enous thinking for the earlier 
Mn Of revisionism in other so- 
meas, including Russia. Com- 
feed also be pragmatic and if 
Breally so they won't decry the 


Matter as just “Praguematic’._ 


AMITAVA BANERJ! 
Calcutta-47. 


*The Same Path” 


Chayan Sen Gupta’s rejoinder 
H 31) to “Another Reader’s” 
August 10 reveals that he 
pliving in a world of dreams. 
CPM leaders speak for them- 
in his letter to Mr Nanda, 
Home Minister, Mr M. 
Minniah, a member of the Polit- 
Phewailed that though section 


M their programme dealing with 


fh of transition is almost the 

sections 99 and 112 of the 
ies’ «programme adopted in 
Vand though “the same phras- 
Wat akin passages are found in 
Me programmes, Nanda chose 

the base slander that the 
i” were advocating the path 

e. | hope Mr Sen Gupta 
five me for quoting at Jength 
waypunniah’s letter to Nanda: 
ie as Nanda states, that there 
ei a new orientation in the 
Heonimunist movement, on this 
Mand the same is incorporated 
Moscow Declaration of 1957, 
iow Statement of 81 parties 
Mand such other documents. 
bie earlier rare and exceptional 


mies of the peaceful transition 


socialist revolution, new addi- 


Mossibilities of it in some coun- 


ive been visualized under the 
md conditions that are obtain- 
ity, The reasons given for this 
Pare the following: In view 
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of the rapid change of the strength 
between the forces of world socialism 
and inyperialism in favour of social 
ism, in view Of the restricted possibi- 
lities (sic!) for the export of counter- 
revolution by the imperialist States, 
and in view of the ever expanding ideas 
of socialism gripping wider sections 
of the people, it is expected that all 
this would greatly restrain the ruling 
classes from resorting to the adven- 
tures of violence, and in some coun- 
tries at least certain possibilities have 
arisen for such a peaceful path to be 
explored and utilized by the commu- 
nists of those countries. Ii is exact- 
ly on the basis of this new assessment 
that we have introduced this new con- 
cept of peaceful transition to socialism 
in our ‘party programme. The for- 
mulation of this concept as well as 
the general warning against the dan- 
ger of violence usually unleashed by 
the ruling classes, is exactly similar to 
the one put forth in the programme 
of the Dangeites. Then where does 
the question of our opposition to the 
“new orientation” and some others 
supporting it arise ? It is an outright 
slander” (People’s Democracy, Janu- 
ary 30, 1966). 


They did not stop there. Mr Sun- 
daraiyya begged Nanda to allow them 
to act as a legal party and function 
openly and made no secret of their 
apathy, if not allergy, towards armed 
struggle (Sundaraiyya answers Nanda 
(People's Democracy September 19, 
1965). Mr E.M:S. Namboodiripad 
went further and even obliterated the 
superficial differences with the Dan- 
geites on this score |vide page 74, 
The Programme explained —E.M.S. 
Namboodiripad]. 


| think Mr Sen Gupta will naw agree 
with Lenin that when the proletariat’s 
right to revolution was sold for a mess 
of pottage—organisations permitted 
by the present police law—the time is 
ripe for beginning the building of a 
revolutionary Organisation. “But it 
can be begun only over the heads of 
the old leaders, the stranglers of re- 
volutionary energy, over the heads of 
the old party, through its destruction”. 
A student of Marxism 
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“Two Into One” 


Mr Sumanta Banerjee’s “Commu- 
nists and the Third World” (Septem- 
ber 7) is not convincing. We shall 
deal mainly with his comment on Anna 
Louise Strong, However, in passing 
we cannot but note Mr Banerjees" im- 
plicit view that polemics are by and 
large antagonistic to action. When 
theory and practice do not move to- 
gether, terminology and polemics tend 
to become rigid. But Mr Banerjee 
should know that one of the distin- 
guishing characteristics of a Marxist- 
Leninist revolutionary movement is its 
emphasis on + theoretical clarity and 
grasp of existing conditions. Anna 
Louise Strong’s criticisms fall into this 
category and are not hairsplitting by 
a party which has bypassed the appli- 
cation of principles in its active pro- 
paganda, 


Anna Louise Strong never criticised 
the Peoples Revolutionary Party of 
Vietnam for trying to consolidate the 
Front in its fight against the U.S. What 
she attempted to do was to point out 
certain defects in the Front’s recently 
published Political Programme, which 
shows a tendency towards revisionism 
and which might in the future create 





trouble for the Front, She pointed out 
that a communist party fighting a war 
of liberation against foreign aggression 
must understand the dialectics and 
contradictions of such a union so as 
to bring about the victory of socialism 
in that country. The slogan “two 
into one” often raised by supporters 
of common fronts is a wrong one. In 
any unity af opposites the forces main- 
tain their respective characteristics 
and cannot form a union in the sense 
that two become one, that is, their 
contradiction does not disappear in 
forming their front. 


In Vietnam today there are two 
types of contradictions: the first Is 
between the foreign aggressor and the 
national forces. The second is be- 
tween various social classes within 
Vietnam itself. The first contradic- 
tion is the principal contradiction that 
faces a national liberation movement 
and here it is always possible to forge 
fn common front against the invader. 
Nevertheless no party built on Marxist- 
Leninist principles can ignore the 
second contradiction, ie., contradic- 
tion between opposite classes in socie- 
ty. Not only is the second contradiction 
vital for the establishment of socialism 
in the country but also, as victory be- 
comes certain on the battlefield, it 
is sure to become the primary one. 
The Political Programme of the NLF 
does not, however, show that it has 
been able to appreciate these implica- 
tions (though it does include such a 
slogan as land to the tiller). 


Therefore the only debatable point 
in the whole issue is whether the time 
is ripe or not for the Front to initiate 
internal class struggle disregarding the 
limited Programme of the Front. Here, 
no doubt, data can be gathered for 
either viewpoint. But if the pro- 
nouncement of the North Vietnamese 
representative in Peking is any guide 
(he said in an interview that the NLF 
controls two-thirds of the total land 
in South Vietnam). then it would 
seem reasonable that this is the mo- 
ment to emphasise the second contra- 
diction. 
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Oil Worke 


While the conunissiigy 
set up by the Govemmig 
is investigating the whole 
security in foreign oi om 
Burmah-Shell mariageminbe 
clared its deckion 
clerks and 235 labour wi 
cutta, : 

The oil workers “iil 
Minister in Caloutta on 
a deputation and asked [ome 
Goverment action 10 3m 
trenchment. But will eG 
act? Will the Union Lab 
ter repeat his helplessneseam 
of this direct threat from 
oil monopolists which thing 
ployees out on the road ip 
importance of a commis 
ed by the Government 2} 

On the labour front we 
ployers: flouting the deciian 
ernment-appointed bodily 7g 
another, The newspaper ® 
deliberate actin owing’ 
Board’s decision has dag 
paper workmen into @ 0) 
strike, Will the Gover 
similar latitude to the 7 
monopolists ? ‘ 

If the laws of the land dd 
tect the workers. from the @ 
their employers, the former 
little choice but © come a 
dusly to establish their own 
their Own protection, 

Since the Indian Oj) Com 
came in the markel, the 
monopolists have been yp ai 
The emergence of the IOC} 
a pretext by the foreign oillgam 
to retrench 350 workmen, 
tion is made about compl 
and contract labour systeny 
at the root of this retrenchm 
automation government poli 
roughly reactionary, Abaiti 
tract labour system, the goye 
pledged to bring legislation 
body knows when it 
what will be its fate. 
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| HUNGERI! 


India’s poverty is paradoxical. Here, too many people toil to wrest a living from the earth, but the @2 th 

4 yields far too little, Embarrassed by the richness of resources and the poverty of means to exploit them 

India produces not enough food to feed all of its population. 

Only large-scale mechanized farming coupled with intensive rural electrification can get the country perme 

nently out of this rut. Rural electrification on a wide scale can bring power to our farmers and help thei 
) grow more food, and attain a new prosperity. 

GEC have been playing a key role in making the country’s rural electrification programme a success. GE 

vast reservoir of technical know-how and resources are directed to improve continually all GEC equipmé 

that are essential to cope with the increasing problems of power distribution and utilisation in rural areas, 

During these years, GEC have been called, many times, to participate in the vital nation-building projects? a 

are helping to change the face of rural India—projects that include the Bhakra Nangal and the Hirakud Da rl 

il GEC have also played a leading role in successfully implementing the programme of village electrification 

; GEC have supplied a large number of transformers, motors, switchgear and pumpsets to help make 

‘Grow More Food’ campaign a success. } 

in all these developments one factor remains unchanged—the GEC quality. Installed at India’s farms. GEC 

quality products are helping to bring the country closer to agricultural self-sufficiency and farm prosperity 

No wonder, they have become the most trusted weapons in the country’s fight against hunger. 
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